This week we start to examine the class system in the U.S. Very often we are taught to see things in a binary sense. That means we over-simplify the social world into two groups that are in opposition to one another. For example, many Americans believe there are lazy people and there are hard workers. Or there are people who make good choices and there are people who make bad choices. The readings for this week do two things: 
(1) they tell us how to think critically about the world, even when we think we already know how it works
(2) they complicate the idea that there are "takers" on welfare and "contributors" who work and pay taxes
For your post, discuss how the readings help challenge some of the binaries and assumptions we make about the class system in general and the poor specifically. Try to comment on whose interests are served when we fall into binary thinking instead of seeing social and political complexity.
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